
Another Look at Our Family’s Time 
in Miller County 

This document is presented in PDF format.  If  you have opened this file by clicking the 
online link, you are viewing within your web browser. 

 

You may choose to download this file for better viewing at your leisure.  To download, 
find the Download button (Arrow pointing down with a line underneath) in the upper 
right of the page.  This will download onto your computer. 

 

If you have opened this file saved to your computer, you can click Control + L to view 
in complete full screen.  Pressing the Escape key results in the file returning to it’s pre-
full screen appearance. 

 

To enlarge a portion of a page (Let’s say a map), from that page in normal mode, click 
on the + sign to enlarge to the desired size.  Clicking on the – sign reduces the file.  
Each click enlarges or reduces the viewing size in increments. 



Another Look at Our Family’s Time 
in Miller County 

How Close Did These People 
Live to Each Other 

Images in this document should be of such quality that you  
will be able to enlarge them and have sufficient detail.  



We are all aware of the many open genealogical 
questions about the mid-nineteenth century 
time period.  A time when our families lived in 
Miller County, Missouri.  Some facts and details 
are known.  But having a accurate view of the 
overall landscape, in the proper perspective can 
be difficult.  Provided here is hopefully another 
method to help achieve perspective. 



To achieve this perspective I have attempted to 
paint a picture of those known individuals who 
participated in our family’s history. 

I have used federal land patents for family 
members and others known to have interacted 
with our family, showing proximity to each other.  
The hope is that this may provide a clearer 
setting for what took place in those years. 



What follows will hopefully 
allows others to have a vision 
of the location of individuals 
during that time, and see how 
they would have come into 
contact with each other…. 



The area discussed is Jim 
Henry & Osage Town-
ships.  The land survey 
areas of Townships 40 + 
41 North in Ranges 12 + 
13.  Other parcels of land 
were owned by some of 
these people outside of 
this boundary. 



Following pages show this specific area as captured 
in the 1905 Miller Co. Plat Book.  All printing is from 
that book.  At the moment we are not concerned 
about land ownership in 1905, but rather the 1860 
timeframe.  For that reason I have added colored 
overlays to denote first ownership of this same 
area.  Land was first available for purchase from the 
Government.  Therefore no individual could have 
legally owned that piece of property prior. 



Also, take into consideration that other nearby 
parcels may also be owned during this period, 
through subsequent purchases not shown on these 
maps.  A perfect example of this is the Berry Family 
Cemetery.  It is shown on these maps located on 
property not owned by Berry.  However, it only 
makes sense that a family cemetery would be 
located on property that was owned at the time by 
the Berry’s………. 



Here is the general 
area.  Each color 
represents a family 
member or person 
associated with our 
family in history. 



Here is the same area 
with focus on an even 
smaller portion. 



Here is the same 
area.  For reference, 
Mary's Home is out 
of the picture to the 
N/W.  St. Elizabeth is 
out of the picture to 
the east.  Each 
numbered square 
represents 1 mile in 
width & height. 



We know several details about the 1860 timeframe 
in this area that present unanswered questions: 

 
• The Newton’s & Berry intermarried & land ownership 

• George & Harriet Varner were in the 1860 census, but on what land? 

• Lore says George & Harriet lived “the old Wells place” or “the old Jenkins place”? 

• Nancy Ann Varner worked & lived with John J. Denton in 1860 

• The bushwhacking story of Rachel Berry & the one of George & Harriet?  Same 
incident? 

• Where are George & Harriet, Edmund Riggs, and others buried? 

• Nancy Ann Varner did work for Edmund Riggs up to 1878, but on what land? 

 



The red arrow points 
to the Berry Family 
Cemetery located in 
Section #34 of the 
larger area, Township 
41 N - Range 13 West.  
The earliest readable 
grave dates to 1855. 
 

*Remember, pay no attention to names on 
these maps from 1905. 



This red arrow points 
to the location for the 
Capps Ferry of the day.  
This ferry would have 
been the only location 
to cross the Osage for 
several miles in either 
direction. 



The red overlay shows 
the only parcels of 
land that Philip Berry 
obtained as first 
owner, directly from 
land patent.  He 
purchased them piece 
by piece between 
1849 & 1856. 



The orange overlay 
shows the parcels of 
land that John J. 
Denton obtained as 
first owner from the 
government.  1860 
census listed Nancy 
Ann Varner living as a 
domestic with Denton. 



The purple overlay 
shows the parcels of 
land that Wells family 
members obtained as 
first owner from the 
government, 1845 to 
1859. 



The yellow overlays 
show the parcels of 
land that Jenkins 
family obtained as first 
owner from the 
government, 1856 to 
1859. 



The light blue overlays 
show the parcels of 
land in this area, that 
Calvin &/or Owen 
Riggs obtained as first 
owner from the 
government, 1841 to 
1857. 



The Lt. green overlays 
show the parcels of 
land in this area, that 
Edmund Riggs obtained 
as first owner from the 
government, 1841 to 
1857. 



The violet overlays 
show the parcels of 
land in this area, that 
Israel Newton obtained 
as first owner from the 
government in 1841. 



The grey overlays 
show the parcels of 
land in this area, that 
the Williams family 
obtained as first 
owner from the 
government, 1857 to 
1859. 
* I have not studied whether these 
Williams’s are related? 



As you can see, this shows just how close all these 
people lived.  They could not have avoided knowing 
each other! 

Please note that I have not provided ALL land that a 
person might have owned from this view, during 
this timeframe.  Only that land purchased as 1st 
owner from the government, in the pictured area. 

You might want to go back to the larger map as 
additional properties are also identified. 



The subsequent pages contain the parcels 
discussed, by purchaser, and the dates each parcel 
was purchased from the government. 











Next Steps 

• Check Miller Co. land records: 

– determine when Philp Berry purchased other land in 
Section 34. 

– Did Israel Newton own land in Section 34? 

• Check Miller Co. land records: 

– Determine locations of land owners parcels who are 
enumerated near George & Harriet Varner in Jim 
Henry Township in 1860 census. 


